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HID TELL-TALE PICTURES IN
_ BAMBOO WALKING-STICK

L /BDR. JOHN MENNIE — g
* self-portrait in caplivity ut

Changi, Singapore, aller the fall
; of Malaya.
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Far Fast

livity in the Far Last,

Aberdeen Man’s Record Of

Captivity

From Our Own Correspondent
RAWINGS which might have cost him his life
or stung his Japanese guards into brutal re-
prisals were safely concealed for over three years
by an Aberdeen man during his - ordeal of cap-

They constitute a unique record of the heroism
and the horror of life for British prisoners-of-war cap-
tured at the fall of Singapore and forced to work ou
the notorious Burma-Siam railway. .

Triumphing over disease and semi-starvation their
author, L/Bdr. John Mennie, son of Mr and Mrs R, A,

Mennie, 3 Springbank Place, Aberdeen, became a man

with a mission——to bring back this faithful
evidence of what the prisoners went through. *

An artist by profession he did

SOLDIER-ACTOR

- PRAISED FOR
'BATAVIA SHOW

HEN the order to cease fire
was' given in Burma last
yeay, Major T, .E. J. Carragher,
17 Great Western Place, Aber-
deen, had no idea that soon atter-
wards he would become actor-

~manager for a successful musical

revue presented ipn Batavia.
Lt.-General Sir . Montagu Slop-
G.CC-in-C. Allied - Forces.
Netherlands East Indies, recently
congratulsled him on presenting

"+ th2 best show he had scen since

1939,

“Tronjcena™ was the name of the
musical revue which playved to 5000
“iroops and former civilian inter-

“The show was writlen and de-

not need to depend on the ‘for-
bidden camera,

For eight yesars hefore the war
be had been working as a com-
mercial artist in London and -all

stock of materials—pencil, paper,

water-colour his
way.
Actually, L./Bdr. Mennie did {wo
sely of drawings—a documentary
§eries exposing Jap. barbarity and
the conditions endured by our pri-
soners-of-war—and a set of eighty
skelch  portraits
comrades.
The first set, with iis damning
indictment of Jap. barbarity he
kept in the holiow stem of =2

paintz came

bamboo walking stick and it
was mever discovercd by the
cnemy,

Three Times Searched

_Tbe portraif series he kept under
4 piece of three ply wood used ay

Major Carragher joined the Ter-l“. rest for his mess tin and though

riterinl Army hefore the war and
‘served wilh 'the Toih Tield Regi-
ment. R.A. e is now welfare offi-
«cer.o- for the 15th Indian Corps.
“stationed in the Netherlands Xas{
“Indies to maintain law ahd order
until a settlement between the
Dutch and Indonesians is reached.

- Communion vessels which will
be. used at the mission station at
Kalimpong, India, were, presenied
oDy Alvert Craiz. medical mis-
ionary. at ihe morning service in
Melyille: Church, Aberdden, . on
Sunday. - .
- Dro. Craig, -who is relurning to
Lalimpong in about a year’s timae,
ill.'take” the' Communion plate
th ' him. -

he Rev. Dr 'W. M. R. Rusk pre-
idcd-'at tiae service and called upon

lexander -MaeGregor, a mem-|

liney siripped his bed and searchéd
{98 kit on .ihree woccasions  the
upanese left these py:ilralt draw-
ings undisturbed.

Thinking ihe Japs. mus: regard
them as harmless, Mennie Tashioned
a Hittle portfolio to hold these por-
traits' and this with the contents
was gseized following a kit inspec-
tion al Nalkompatan ccamp  in
January, 1943. |

The Japs. declared they would
“eensor” the portraits and laid

dealt with later. .

Belore leaving Nakempatan,
hewever, Mennic managed to coms
municate with a comrade who was
staying behind. .

He told him where the crawings
wvere and asked, him to keep a look
out and if the opportunily sheuld
ever arise {o recover them.

It was' more a _counsel.of hope
than convictien, But just a little
over u year later all eighly draw-
ings were

" through the posi ie

e kirk session, to present

) the artist’s
liome in Abcerdeen: )

“Dear Sirg,. - b )
© T feel it my duty to write

me it can do for others,
of the old pains,
remedy, in fact. I can now ea
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and 2/3-

his prisor;-camp comrades helped
oy contributing to his meagre

and even a Chinese box of child’s -

of prison-camp’

them aside in the camp office 1o be|

safely .returned me|

Ppictorial

ONE  of eighty portrait

sketches seized by the'
Japanese. The subject iz w.
well-known * Aberdeen  man,-
- Captain L. A, Blackhall, who
won the M.C. with the Gordon-
Highlanders in the first world
war, and before the fall of
Malaya was a planter - at
Hendra Estate, Sungkai,
Perak. The drawing wag mada-

al Nzkompatan in 1943,

As ' ®  non-smolker, © Ménnie
secured a precious addition to
his equipment by

] bartering ten
clgaretles for a tiny quill brush
which was carried, as part of his
kit, by an Artillery artiticer.

With this, and with carefully
‘hoarded, scraps of paper — forms
from Army {files, fly-leaves fro ‘
novels, lhe blank, portions of pigj]
torial * magchine-gun targets, hs
' worked ceaselessly ‘compiling - his
dossier of camp scenes, 5

Called up “in September, 184(,
L./Bdr: 'Mennie was posted after
fraining to the 2nd Singapore ana
Hang-Kong-'- R.A., reaching Singa-
pore wonly nine days belore the
tinal collapse. :
o L ‘history of intern-
“Charigl’canton-

Heiwas pregent
3

space,

/| to hold =z single Baitalion, Tor foul

days while the Japanese' attempled
te 'coerce them into signing 3
document promising not to escabpe
| Two- ‘monihs later came the
sequel. Large numbers of the pri:
soners at Changi were moved i«

Bampong in Silam . by 1'ai1—§
journey of five days, and fow
nighis.

Terrible Journey

This was spent in constant travel
The men were packed into truck
eight feet wide by twenty feef lon;
—thirty men do a truck. Th
horror of that experience is vividl:

present in one of Mr Mennie’
decumentary drawings whicl
shows the miserable mass o

humanily crammed uneasily on th
floor of a truck.

After thix-came the misery of :
Six-day trip up the River Mayklion
in a barge to Kanu, a mere cleav
ing in the jungle, which had to b
fransformed by the prisoners them
selves inte a camp.

Bambog and palm leaves an
creepers were the material out q
which they had to fashion thel
living guariers. There were 1
building or carpenlry implement
The fabric of their dwellings we
woven like thateh or raffia, an

(inc. tax}.

atter the camp was made there wa
the gruelling task of building
seclion. of the si.\:-meires-broi

matar  rnad frnrm Wanhord

o




